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About CFFAR 
 
The Canadian Foundation on Fetal Alcohol Research (CFFAR) is an independent, non-profit 
foundation created to promote interest and fund research related to the short and long-term 
bio-medical, psychological and social effects of alcohol consumption during pregnancy, and the 
prevention of fetal alcohol spectrum disorders (FASD). 
 
CFFAR awards research grants to eligible Canadian researchers annually in conjunction with 
International FASD day and the annual Fetal Alcohol Canadian Expertise (FACE) Research 
Roundtable.   
 
In keeping with scientific and academic tradition, all grant applications are peer-reviewed under 
the direction in accordance with guidelines determined by the CIHR.  Guidelines for Grant 
applications can be obtained on the CFFAR website at www.fasdfoundation.ca.  
 
The review of applications is led by CFFAR’s Research Director, Dr. Gideon Koren, a world 
renowned authority in FASD research. 
 
CFFAR was created in September 2007 through a five year $1 million commitment by the 
Brewers Association of Canada. 
 
CFFAR is governed by a Board of Directors, comprised of leading researchers, experts and 
interested parties in the field of FASD research. 
 
CFFAR’s 2007 Board of Directors: 
 

 Dr. Louise Nadeau, Ph.D., Chair  
 Dr. Gideon Koren,MD, FRCPC, Director of Research 
 Honourable Claudette Bradshaw 
 Howard Collins 
 Ian Faris  
 Jacques LeCavalier 
 Maureen Maguire 

 

Canadian Foundation on Fetal Alcohol Research  •  Fondation canadienne de recherche sur l’alcoolisation fœtale 
P.O. Box 81087, Ottawa, Ontario  K1P 1B1 
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About FASD 
 

 FASD and its symptoms were first diagnosed close to 35 years ago. 

 FASD is caused by a woman’s consumption of alcohol during pregnancy. 

 It is estimated that: 

 FASD affects over 300,000 Canadians1; 

 9 in 1000 children in Canada are born with FASD each year2. 

 First Nations Communities are particularly impacted by FASD. Studies have shown that 
in some Aboriginal communities 1 in 5 children are born with FASD3. 

 
FASD is the leading cause of developmental and cognitive disabilities in Canadian children4. 
 
Secondary disabilities such as depression, obsessive compulsive disorders and alcohol and drug 
dependency are often linked to FASD2. 
 
Research demonstrates that people who suffer from FASD are at a much larger risk of 
experiencing negative socio-economic outcomes such as criminal records and incarceration, 
unemployment and homelessness2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________ 
1 Public Health Agency of Canada. Frequently Asked Questions. 2005 

www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/fasd-etcaf/pdf/faq_fasd_e.pdf
 
2 Health Canada. It’s Your Health – Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder. 7 Dec 2006 

www.hc-sc.gc.ca/iyh-vsv/diseases-maladies/fasd-etcaf_e.html
 
3 First Nations and Inuit Health. Fetal Alcohol Syndrome/Fetal Alcohol Effects. 8 Mar 2005 

www.hc-sc.gc.ca/fnih-spni/famil/preg-gros/intro_e.html
 
4 Public Health Agency of Canada. Summary Report: National Thematic Workshop on FASD. 2006 

www.nationalframework-
cadrenational.ca/uploads/files/TWS_FASD/FASD_PHAC_EN_mar29_30_06.pdf
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